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PORT UGA Lecome GENERAL, 

Supposing the main things about Portugal from a US point of 
view to bes (a) its looation (which is part of the saue picture with 
Spain); (b) ite colonial possessions, some of them geographically 
more important than the country itselfy (e) its government, which 
ia anti-gommunist if not proeUS and supposing thet either economically, 
as 6 militery threat, or as center on a possibly dangerous alliance, 
Portugal dosen't mean a thing. The nairi desideratum, then, would 
be ® government that would continue favor able to the US to the extent 
thet we could do what we wanted to with the Asores and Madeiras and 
Wouldn't be opposed if, by any chance, we should havo to have bases 
in Pe tugal, 

If something like this is nO, the main question, at least in 
the first part of the papr, would be the etebility of the government, 
Elections, though disquased under the Stability seation, evidently 
haye no bearing on the subject, The only two chances seem to be over= 
throw by the amry, or by & popular uprising, Ag to the first, theugh 
it de ateted flatly thet Salaserts regime ia entirely dependent on 
army #ypport, uo oleer atatemont ig given on the army's attitude, 
There ore allusions to mild dissatisfaction and references to Salazar's 
sareful handling of army opponents, but there is nothing to show 
whethor the sray oan be trusted for en indefinite tine not to attempt 
& soup, nothing to show how suecessful the Army might be and under 
Wheat olrounstances if so; or, Supposing it succeeded, whet kind of 
regime it would put in, 


Ag to the masses, a definite impresaion is left thet whatever 
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injustices they may euffer, they are inertioulate and powers ss. 

it is stated that they would be susceptible to communist orgeni sers, 
if the Communists sould reach them, It ia alao to be presumed that 
the hold of the Church would be eufficient to keep them in line | 
in any oace, Rven go, since the two million oF so peasants are one 
of the few potential dangers to the governnent, it would seem to 

be advisable to disoussa them further and make plain exactly whet 
their position ia. 7 

The other point thet ought not to be omitted concerns what 
would happen if Selager were suddenly eliminated, This would seen 
of unusual importence here beosuse not only is Salazar sole dictator, 
but he built the diotatership single«handed, From a reading of this 
paper, one could only sonolude that if Saleser were to die suddenly, 
there might well be chaos which, for all one knows, would end in 
& regime idstressingly unfavorable to the US, 

The politigal seotion in general seems to desoribe the govern- 
ment without in any way analysing it. The government seems to be & 
garden variety of dictatorship with all the usuel features, and theses 
Zeutures doubtl ese ought to be vriefly described, but more interesting 
wuld be suoh featora as the agtuel hold of the dioteter ship over 
the people; ite ohanose of survivel (as above); ite real sources of 
power; or the alma of the dictator and his Sincerity in them, 

In foreign affeire, one of the contral isaues would scum to ve 
the matter of Salasat and Fascism, It is evident that the reason why 
Beleser does not share Franco's unsplendid isolation is thet he did 
not make go much noise about pro=fascist leaninga paver: the war, 
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probably begauge he was not important enough to do so. Nevertheleus, 
it should be event to anyone, partioulerly to anyone who read this 
report, that the above is practically the only difference vetween Franoo 
and Balasar internationally. It ought to be partigulerly easy for 
the USER to enbarase the US in any relations with Portugal, and the 
paper says the USSR ien't overlooking the opportunity. More digoussion 
of the matter, particularly as it relates to the ECA, might helps 
The other matter thet ig not made as olear es {+ might be here is 
the interesting strategy of qubatituting the U8 as protester of 
Portugal vice the UK. This would seen extremely vitel in this paper, 
Sonsidering shat it would involve, and it would seem to be sone thing 
with a good many angles, For exemple, in apite of its possibly over. 
publicized postwar weaknesses, would the UK b@ entirely happy to. 
aee this happen? What would it cost the U8, and whet would be the 
velue received? Is Portugal entirely persuaded to thia point of 
view, or is it simply something Salasar ie contemplating? 

| Bhould think that strategtoally the disavasion should center 
Sround what could be done by the US or USSR with Portuguese territory, 
Hardly seome thet economic or military considerations even need 
montion, Alse suspect that pectin may deserve more attention than 
it gets, Should think @ conference with the Soience Branch night 
@licit exectly to what extent Portuguese deposita should be 
watched for our use or denial to the USSR, 

The Future Bevelopnonts ought to be reconsidered, The last 

paragraph doesn't evan belong in this seotion, - 
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in general, the report is rether loosely written, particularly 


in the matter of soherencés 


ZN PARTIOULAR 
de FP, 3~205 to & There are sixteon lines on the Portuguese 
colonies, This seem rather skimpy for a ranking soloniel power, 
The empire ig rated at 800,000 square miles, but the colonies 
in question ara not specified. How, for inatance, would the efficiency 
ef the Lisbon government in Macao compere with thet in Madeireft Is 
the natige unrest mentioned likely to have any effect on Portugel’s 
hold over ite eoloniest The empire in general cowld stand a greet 
" desl of discussion somewherp, oven if it had to become = separate 
section, rei Timor might become atretegionlly importent some day. 
What would heppen to the colonies if Portugal were overrun by the 
VaSR? 


Re [8-1 to 5, This reader was frenkly lost, The party align 
ment looks like Turkey and Argentina where Ataturk and Peron 
reapectively deoided that their eleationsa might look a little better 
and thet there might even be some salutory effect on the elestorate 
if the dictatorts party had an Opposition, @e both of them, par« 
tioularly Ataturk, oreated an opposition and told it to gppose, 
making i¢ pretty ale ar that it had better not do so too seriowlys 
Bvidentally Ssleser, like Person, found the Oppoaition a bit toc 
eager and had to hamstring its 


Salasex, however, seems to have other opposition, whose standing 


wo &om 


SECKE 
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and intentions are not made clesr, The militery opposition, in 
partioular, treated in ten inconclusive Aines would seem to deserve 
more stiention, If, for instance, they were gapsble of an attenpted 
soup two years ago, and if there ig letent digsetisfactiony; then 
éven though the leaders are in jail, it would seem that the regime 
Wis not sbeolutoly secure in fece of the fact that it rests on 
military support. 
‘Should also like to see the efvil opposition straightened out 
snd better evaluated, | 
(Yor an example of the kind of writing thet probebly should 
not Sppear even on & Situation Report, see top paragraph ps Lu ut) 
S. Ps Inéel to 24 The same gan be said about this, The army 
and church are apparontly of enormous importance, but it*a hard to 
find anything very illumineting about either in these 400 words, 


Seotion III, Here occurs the firet, ond as fer ag we noted, 
the only reference to the Lagens airbase, end it certainly 18 cursory. 
One would have thought airbases in the Atisntlo islands were fron 
a US point of view one of the few points of importance the Fortugusas 
offered, In the past, the NSO has expreaged en interest in them 
and it hes never anid anything else we cen remember on anything 
touching Portuguese affairs, | 

Beens in general as if most of the major points of foreign 
policy &r@ probably touched on here, but the fleld still doesn't 
som to be covered, There are too many vague generelisations sugh 
as the parochial mentality of some Portuguese; the Portuguese feeling 
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that there ig going to be war in which like-minded people should 
jiine up together, and the rest. Chapter should firat endeavor te 
determine the real pases of Portuguese foreign poiicys whet Salazar 
wants end whet he is willing to do to get it, based on Portuguese 
treditions and present needs, and proceed from there to apply the 


doctrine to major countries or complexes involved, 


Bections V and VI. These, os ssid above, ought to be reconsidered. 
G/a8, which is supposed te heve « pert in these sections, might 
be conmulted if the authors liked, Generally speaking, it seoms to 
have helped in other branohea to work out these especially important 
sections in consultation with a croup of these interested in the 


area, outside ORE as well sa in it, 
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